It was my great honor to host the 4th MS Summer College in Kobe from 5 to 6 August in 2017. The previous meetings under the auspices of MS Summer College have provided a forum to discuss various issues of multiple sclerosis and related disorders in an international atmosphere. We organized the fourth conference to maintain this tradition with the help of many people who are deeply committed to this College. The theme of the conference was "Translational research and MS/NMO".
As many people are aware, many of the recent research activities in top laboratories are being produced as the fruit of translational research, in which laboratory scientists and clinical investigators work together in a coordinated fashion, leading to more efficient development of novel therapies and diagnostic tools. Lecturers invited for the specific topic of "translational research" were Dr Frauke Zipp (Johannes Gutenberg University, Mainz, germany), Dr Cris Constantinescu (Nottingham University Hospitals, Nottingham, UK), Dr Shinji Oki (National Center of Neurology and Psychiatry, Tokyo, Japan) and Dr Norio Chihara (Kobe University, Kobe, Japan). Other invited speakers, Dr Aksel Siva (Istanbul University, Istanbul, Turkey), Dr Yukio Miki and Dr Kazuo Fujihara, gave lectures on the clinical and neuroradiological aspects of multiple sclerosis/neuromyelitis optica, but also participated in discussion on the translational research.
There is no doubt that the next generation of neurologists will face a number of critical changes with respect to the basic understanding of neurological diseases and the choice of new treatment options. In addition, development of information technology (IT) and artificial intelligence (AI) will greatly alter clinical practice. For such trends or waves, the traditional knowledge-based education and teaching will be of limited value, and more interactive training will be highly appreciated. Our hope was that the MS Summer College would be helpful and enjoyable for young or young at heart neurologists for productively interacting with other people and learning the value of interdisciplinary science. Happily, we received positive feedback from the participants that the 4th MS Summer College was very informative and fruitful for all participants.
This supplemental issue of Clinical and Experimental Neuroimmunology mainly consists of review articles of the topics covered in the invited lectures, a case report, images in neuroimmunology, a congress report and all abstracts of the 4th MS Summer College. I would like to thank all authors and participants for their contribution. This supplemental issue will provide you with the most recent progress in the field of multiple sclerosis/ neuromyelitis optica spectrum disorder research.
